
Hearing God’s Voice 

“Man shall not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
(Matthew 4:4) 

I. It is imperative to believe that God wants to encounter us and speak to us. “The 
essence of dead religion is trying to live the Christian life without experiencing 
the Person of Christ” (Larry Randolph). 

 

A.  The great change from the Old Testament to the New Testament is the 
 willingness of God to fully reveal Himself through Jesus. Jesus became a man 
 and with His words and works began to reveal God. After Jesus the Holy Spirit 
 continued to reveal the Father. 

B.  To hear God’s voice, we need to come to God on His terms. Peter summarized 
 those terms in the first sermon ever preached. First, we repent and receive 
 forgiveness. Second, we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:36-39). 

 
II. God’s voice is like a seed. Our hearing is influenced by the condition of the soil of 

our hearts (Luke 8:4-15). There are key fertilizers in the soil that enhance our 
ability to hear God’s voice when He speaks. 

 

A.  We must cultivate faith, loyalty, and perseverance. Hopelessness and   
  distraction drown out the voice of God (Luke 8:15; 11:5-10). 
B.  Love reveals God—the deep affection of Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18;  
  Romans 8:14-16). 
C.  Hunger for God opens our eyes to see Him (Luke 24:27-32). 
D.  Reading the Bible is the best way to discern how God speaks and what is true. 
E.  Prayer, worship, and thanksgiving get Heaven’s attention (Psalm 100:1-5). 
F.  Immersing ourselves in church community greatly enhances our ability to hear  
  God’s  voice. God constantly speaks through other people with their gifts of  
  encouragement, prophecy, teaching, counsel, and wisdom (Ephesians 4:7-16). 
G.  God reveals Himself in creation and creativity. He is always speaking and doing  
  new things. The natural world is a silhouette of the spiritual (Romans 1:20). 

 
III. The hearing culture of the Early Church 
 

A.  From the first days of Pentecost, the revelatory nature of the Church comes to 
 the forefront. Everyone can hear God’s voice (Acts 2:1-6, 11-18). 

B.  Saul’s conversion—audible voices and visions (Acts 9:3-6, 10-12) 
C.  Angels, visions, trances, audible voices, the voice of the Spirit (Acts 10:1-20) 
D.  When you see the poor, you see Jesus (Acts 10:30-31; Matthew 25:37-40). 
E.  Agabus prophesies (Acts 11:27-28; 21:10-11). 
F.  Worshiping and fasting, “Then the Holy Spirit said…” (Acts 13:1-3) 
G.  The leading of the Spirit and the Macedonian vision (Acts 16:6-10) 
H.  The Lord Himself appears and speaks to Paul (Acts 23:11). 
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