
The God of All Comfort 

II Corinthians 1:3-11 
 

I. Finding “the Father of compassion” and “the God of all comfort” (II Corinthians 1:3; 
Mark 14:32-36). 

 
A. When Jesus cried, “Abba, Father!” in the Garden of Gethsemane, He was 

connecting with the God of all comfort. “„Abba‟ is a very intimate word. The best 
translation for it is „Daddy.‟ The word „Abba‟ expresses trust, safety, confidence, 
belonging, and most of all intimacy” (Henri Nouwen). 

B. “And by Him (the Holy Spirit) we cry, „Abba, Father‟” (Romans 8:15). We, too, 
can experience the affection that Jesus felt. It is supernatural, beautiful, and 
part of the glory of being a believer (Romans 8:14-17). 

 
II. The abundant comfort we receive from the Father is how we become effective 

witnesses in the world. It is the most important training for helping others find Jesus 
(II Corinthians 1:3-7). 

 
A. We can give away the comfort we have experienced at the most critical times of 

our lives (II Corinthians 1:4). 
B. Comfort from God is real. It is lasting and produces endurance (II Corinthians 1:6-

7). It is what helped Jesus endure from the beginning of his earthly life to the end 
of it (Matthew 3:16-17; 4:1; Mark 14:35-36). 

 
III. Our deepest experiences with God happen when we are forced to rely on Him alone. 

God is so powerful; He “raises the dead” (II Corinthians 1:8-9). He can resurrect 
anything—dead bodies, dead marriages, dead dreams, and dead emotions. 

 
A. The testimonies of God‟s help in the past provide abundant hope for anything else 

we may face. It is hard to defeat a person who has the testimony of relying on 
God for everything. They have “set their hope on God‟s continuous deliverance” 
(II Corinthians 1:10). 

B. Relying on God also means to rely on the prayers of others (II Corinthians 1:11). 
 
IV. Worshiping the God who rejoices over us with singing 
 

A. The literal translation of Zephaniah 3:17 says, “Yahweh, your God in your midst, 
the Mighty One will save, He will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet 
[you] with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.” 

B. There is calmness to the soul that only the love of the Father can bring. “He 
quiets.” God delights in us so much, He even sings over us. This is a picture of a 
loving mother and her baby. 

C. The joy and calmness of God comes from the Spirit. It is available by receiving in 
faith—not discipline (Matthew 11:28-30). 

D. God watches over everything in His creation with a father‟s care—even little 
sparrows. How much more his sons and daughters (Matthew 10:29-30)? 
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